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In a roundabout, there are half as many potential conflict points as compared to a traditional four-legged 
intersection. 
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Many chemical compounds present in Earth's atmosphere behave as 

'greenhouse gases'. These are gases which allow direct sunlight (relative 

shortwave energy) to reach the Earth's surface unimpeded. As the shortwave 

energy (that in the visible and ultraviolet portion of the spectra) heats the 

surface, longer-wave (infrared) energy (heat) is reradiated to the atmosphere. 

Greenhouse gases absorb this energy, thereby allowing less heat to escape 

back to space, and 'trapping' it in the lower atmosphere. Many greenhouse 

gases occur naturally in the atmosphere, such as carbon dioxide, methane, 

water vapor, and nitrous oxide, while others are synthetic. Those that are 

man-made include the chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), hydrofluorocarbons 

(HFCs) and Perfluorocarbons (PFCs), as well as sulfur hexafluoride (SF6). 

Atmospheric concentrations of both the natural and man-made gases have 

been rising over the last few centuries due to the industrial revolution. As the 

global population has increased and our reliance on fossil fuels (such as coal, 

oil and natural gas) has been firmly solidified, so emissions of these gases 

have risen. While gases such as carbon dioxide occur naturally in the 

atmosphere, through our interference with the carbon cycle (through burning 

forest lands, or mining and burning coal), we artificially move carbon from 

solid storage to its gaseous state, thereby increasing atmospheric 
concentrations.&@  
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